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Effects of Different Bunch Trimming Methods on Labor Saving for Thinning
Practice and Berry Quality in ‘Muscat Bailey A’ Grapevines

Takayuki Kono, Naoki Ohkubo, Takashi Yamauchi and Fusao Mizutani

Summary

Effects of different methods of bunch trimming on time required for berry thinning
practice and quality of harvested berries were examined in ‘Muscat Bailey
A" grapevines. For seedless berry production, bunch was treated with 100ppm
gibberellin supplemented with 200ppm streptomycin and 0.5ppm forchlorfenuron[l-
(2-chloro-4-pyridyl)-3-phenylurea] before anthesis and 100ppm gibberellin after bloom.
The weight of 13-peduncle bunch without thinning was greatest. Berry weight and
number of seeds per berry was greater in 10-peduncle than 13-peduncle bunches. The
appearance of bunch was inferior in 10-peduncle bunches due to removal of mid-side
peduncles by trimming. Brix of harvested berries was highest in 13-peduncle bunches
with traditional trimming and thinning plot(control). There were little differences in
titratable acidity among treatments. No need for thinning practices save labor by 41
hours per 10 a vineyard. It seems that even slight modifications in bunch trimming
can reduce time required for berry thinning by 3.3 to 5.5 hours per 10 a.
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